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WESTBURY  URBAN  GOUNOiL. 


of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  on  the  Health  and  Sanitary 
Condition  of  the  Westbury  Urban  District  for  the  Year  1905. 


To  the  Chairinaii  and  Meinbe7's  of  the  IVestlmry  U/'ban  Distinct 
Council. 


Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  present  my  Annual  Report  on  the  Health  and 
Sanitary  Condition  of  the  Urban  District  of  Westbury. 

The  Area  of  the  District  is  3,528  acres. 

The  Population,  according  to  the  Census  of  1901,  was  3,300, 
and  the  estimated  population  at  the  middle  of  1905  was  3,355. 

The  Births  registered  during  the  year  were :  Males,  40 ; 
Females,  37  ;  total,  77. 

The  Birth-rate  per  1000  of  the  estimated  population  is  ca  p. 

The  Deaths  registered  during  the  year  were  :  Males,  27 ; 
Females,  34  ;  total,  61. 

The  Death-rate  per  1000  of  the  estimated  population  is  iS'i. 

Infant  Mortality  is  below  the  average  there  being  only  six 
deaths  recorded,  which  gives  a  rate  of  77-9  per  1000  of  the 
registered  Births. 

NotifLcatio7i  of  Infectious  Diseases.~T^\\  notices  were  received 
during  the  year,  viz.  Erysipelas,  6  ;  Scarlet  Fever,  2  ;  Enteric 
Fever,  i  ;  Puerperal  Fever,  i  ;  total,  10. 

The  cases  of  Erysipelas  were  all  of  them  of  a  mild  Erysipela¬ 
tous  rash  which  terminated  favourabEo  Of  the  two  cases  of 
Scarlet  Fever  one  recovered  without  spreading,  and  the  other 
was  removed  to  the  new  Isolation  Hospital,  at  Trowbridge,  and 
was  still  there  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
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Puerperal  Fever. — This  case,  which  occurred  in  the  War¬ 
minster  Road,  was  fatal.  There  was  no  ostensible  cause  for  it, 
but  the  drains  at  the  back  of  the  house  were  unsatisfactory. 
They  have  since  been  removed  and  new  drains  laid. 

The  case  of  Enteric  Fever  was  also  very  obscure  in  its  ori,2tin. 
It  was  most  probably  attributable  to  eatins^  tinned  fish.  Fivery 
precaution  was  taken  in  the  way  of  disinfection  during  the 
illness,  and  after  three  months  I  am  glad  to  say  no  other  case 
has  arisen.  The  case  of  Enteric  Fever  made  a  good  recovery. 

Of  the  6 1  causes  of  death  9  were  from  Heart  Disease,  5  from 
Bronchitis,  and  4  from  Cancer,  the  rest  were  of  the  normal 
character. 

The  continuation  of  the  drain  through  Church  Street  has  been 
carried  out,  connecting  with  the  drain  laid  last  year  at  the 
Chantry  premises.  This  renders  the  drainage  of  the  whole 
length  of  street,  from  Bereswell  and  Church  Street  to  the  ?vlarket 
Place,  in  a  much  better  Sanitary  Condition  than  before. 

A  section  of  the  old  drock  drain  in  Maristow  Street  has  been 
replaced  with  9-in.  drain  pipes,  and  a  manhole  built  to  facilitate 
access. 

The  Sewer  running  through  the  Workhouse  Garden  has  been 
diverted  from  the  cesspool,  direct  to  the  Eden  Vale  drain  where 
a  manhole  has  been  constructed. 

Works  have  been  started  at  Eden  Vale  for  Dressin  g  Skins, 
without  the  necessary  sanction  of  the  Council.  I  became 
cognizant  of  the  matter  at  the  meeting  of  the  Council  in 
December,  and  called  the  attention  of  the  Council  to  the  fact 
that  it  was  illegal  to  carry  on  the  trade  of  Skin  Dre.-'Sing  or 
P'ellmongering  within  an  Urban  area,  it  being  a  dangerous  trade 
both  on  account  of  its  offensiveness  and  the  difficulty  of 
disposing  of  the  effluent  which  is  highly  charged  with  dangerous 
chemicals,  and  also  owing  to  the  inefficienc}^  of  the  present 
system  of  drainage  to  cope  with  the  effluent.  The  matter  is 
under  the  consideration  of  the  Council. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 

Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

WALTER  H.  REED,  M.O.H. 


Table  i. — Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during^  1905  and  previous  Years. 
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Institutions  within  the  District  receiving  sick  and  infirm  persons  from  outside  the  District . Cottage  Hospital. 

Institutions  outside  the  District  receiving  sick  and  infirm  persons  from  the  District . Combined  Infectious  Hospital  at  Trowbridge. 

Other  Institutions,  the  deaths  in  which  have  been  distributed  among  the  several  localities  in  the  District  ...None. 

Is  the  Union  Workhouse  within  the  District  ?  . Yes. 
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Table  3. — Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  Year  1905. 
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Table  4. — Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  Year  1905. 

Deaths  in  Whoi.e  District  at  subioined  Ages. 
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Table  5. — Infantile  Mortality  during  the  Year  1905. 

Deaths  from  stated  Causes  in  Weeks  and  Months  under  One  Year  of  Age. 
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Births  in  the  year  "j 

'^illegitimate  . 3  Eistimated  to  middle  of  1905 . 3355- 

Deaths  from  all  Causes  at  all  Ages  . 61. 
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FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP  ACT,  r9oi. 


Annual  Report  of  /Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  1905. 


Factories^  Woi'kshops^  Lmmdj'ies^  IVoj'kplaces  and  Ho7nework. 


I. — Inspection. 

Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspector 
or  Inspector  of  Nuisances. 


Premises. 

Number  of 

Inspections. 

Written  Notices. 

Prosecutions. 

Factories  ... 

Workshops 

Workplaces 

Homeworkers’  Premises 
Laundry  ... 

14 

27 

^5 

i8 

I 

1  Nil. 

-Nil. 

TOTAL  ... 

75 

2. — Defects  Found. 


Particulars 

Number  of  Defects 

Number 

of 

Prosecutions. 

Found. 

Remedied. 

'insufficient 

) 

Sanitary 

accommodation 

unsuitable  or  defective 

2 

2 

-  Nil. 

<not  separate  for  sexes. 

... 

«  •  •  • 

} 

TOTAL 

... 

2 

2 

... 

3. — Other  Matters 


Humework. 

Number  of 

Lists. 

Outworkers. 

Lists  received 

3 

201 

Addresses  ]  forwarded  to  other  Authorities  ... 
of  1 

outworkers  )  received  from  other  Authorities  ... 

_ 

Workshops  on  the  Register  at  the  end  of  1905  : 

Factories 

7 

Workshops 

5 

Domestic  Workshops 

6 

Retail  Bakehouses 

9 

Laundry 

I 

Total  number  of  Workshops  on  Register 

28 

WALTER  H.  REED, 


M.O.H. 
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To  t]ie  Westburv  Urban  District  Council 


REPORT 

of  the  Surveyor  and  Inspector  of  Nuisances  for  the 
Year  endings  31st  December,  1905. 


Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  my  Report  of  the  work  of  my  department  for 
the  past  year. 

Sewers  and  Drains. — ^The  improvements  to  the  sewers  at 
Maristow  Street,  Edward  Street,  from  Church  Street  to  the 
Oddfellows’  Hall  and  the  Union  Garden,  Eden  Vale,  are  referred 
to  in  the  report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  These  were 
the  chief  improvements  to  sewers  during  the  year. 

In  connection  with  the  two  former  a  number  of  properties 
have  complied  with  notices  to  put  the  respective  drams  in  a  more 
sanitary  condition. 

A  number  of  W.C’s  have  been  fixed  replacing  Earth  Closets, 
particularly  at  Station  Road,  the  others  are  scattered  over  the 
district. 

In  all  twenty  house  drains  have  been  re-laid  and  thirteen  new 
drains  to  houses  and  schools  have  been  laid. 

Schools.— has  been  a  great  improvement  in  the  sanitary 
conveniences  of  the  Elementary  Schools,  and  ventilation  has 
also  been  provided  to  the  schools  in  all  but  one  instance,  viz.,  the 
Boys  British  School,  and  this  was  being  arranged  for  at  the 
close  of  the  year. 

New  Houses,  Factories,  dsT.  — There  has  been  four  houses  com¬ 
pleted  for  habitation,  one  new  factory  built  and  occupied,  and 
two  dairies  added  to  the  register  during  the  twelve  months. 

Rumous  Building.— 0\\^  case  of  ruinous  and  dangerous 
building  occurred,  and  the  building  was  pulled  down. 

Water  Supplies  for  water  from  the  town  mains  have 

been  laid  on  for  twenty-eight  houses,  three  chapels,  three  ele¬ 
mentary  schools  and  one  maltings.  The  whole  of  the  Council’s 
area,  where  property  is  situated  within  a  reasonable  distance  of 
the  mains,  has  now  a  good  supply  of  pure  water. 

Where  the  properties  are  an  excessive  distance  from  the  mains, 
such  analysis  as  have  been  made  of  samples  taken  from  wells 
have  proved  the  water  to  be  good. 

Street  Lighting. — The  lighting  of  the  district  has  been  im¬ 
proved  by  the  addition  of  twelve  new  300  c.p.  Incandescent 
Lamps  and  a  rearrangement  of  other  lamps.  The  lighting  has 
also  been  extended  an  additional  month. 


Market  Stallage. — The  revenue  from  Market  Stallages  amounted 
to  ;^i7  :  I  :  o. 

Cemetery. — Repairs  to  the  buildings  at  the  Cemeleiy  have  been 
carried  out,  also  trees  and  shrubs  trimmed  and  the  boundary 
properly  put  in  order. 

Street  Improvement  Works. — The  loan  sanctioned  for  Street 
Improvement  Works  has  not  been  raised  owing  to  difficulties 
with  the  money  market,  and  the  execution  of  the  woiks  has  been 
postponed  in  consequence. 

Main  Roads  and  District  Highways. — The  repairs  of  the  Main 
and  District  Roads  have  been  efficiently  carried  out,  and  an 
improvement  made  at  E  len  Terrace,  where  the  imin  road  has 
been  widened  and  a  footpath  made  for  the  length  of  the  terrace. 

The  drainage  of  the  sniface  of  roads  has  been  improved  by  the 
fixing  of  eight  extra  road  gullies. 

Iron  Works  Slag  has  been  used  for  the  repair  of  roads  in 
consequence  of  the  rise  in  price  of  local  stone,  and  so  far  has 
given  every  satisfaction. 

Roadme7i. — The  employment  of  the  Council’s  roadmen  has  been 
changed,  from  the  system  of  a  length  of  road  placed  in  charge 
of  each  roadman,  to  the  foreman  and  gang  system. 

This  alteration  has  shewn  an  advantage  in  many  ways, 
particularly  in  enabling  a  number  to  be  put  to  work  together  on 
emergenct'  work  and  also  permitting  work  to  be  performed  by 
the  Council’s  workmen  that  otherwise  would  be  let  by  contract 
to  tradesmen  at  much  greater  cost. 

Balls  Water  Stream. — A  good  sound  fence  has  been  erected  by 
the  County  Council  to  the  Ball’s  WMter  Stream,  at  Westbury 
Leigh. 

I'own  Hall.  —  In  consequence  of  a  difficulty  in  raising  the  loan 
no  action  has  been  taken  by  the  Council  for  the  renovating  of 
the  Town  Hall  except  that  the  repairs  to  the  roof,  ventilation  of 
the  court,  and  fixing  of  two  new  grates  have  been  put  in  hand. 

Nuisances.  —  Complaints  of  nuisances  received  and  nuisances 
discovered  by  inspection  of  the  district,  necessitating  29  notices 
were  all  dealt  with  and  satisfactorily  abated,  and  5  accumulations 
of  filth  were  removed.  Three  complaints  of  overcrowding 
received  were  proved  to  be  cases  of  supposition  only  and  no 
action  was  needed. 


I  am. 

Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 

FRED  JENKINS, 

Surveyor  and  hispector  of  Nuisa?iccs, 
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URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  WESTBURY. 


Sanitaiy  Inspector — FREDERICK  JENKINS. 
Actdress — Laverton  Institute. 

Whether  whole  time  devoted  to  duties  of  Sanitary  Inspector 

or  not  ?  No. 

Date  of  last  Re-appointmeoit — September,  1905. 

Summary  of  Work  done  in  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Department, 
during  year  ending  31st  December,  1905. 


Prevention  of  Infectious  Disease  under  dhxction  of  Medical  Offi,cer  of 
Health. 


No.  of  Cases  inquired  into 

No.  of  Houses  Disinfected  and  Cleansed 
No.  of  Patients  removed  to  Hospital 


...  I  Typhoid;  2  .Scarlet  Fever;  and 
I  Puerperal. 

...  4 
...  I 


Houses. 

No.  Erected  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 


Overcrowding . 

No.  of  Cases  Abated 

House  Drains. 

No.  Laid  or  Re-Laid 

No.  of  Insanitary  Lavatories,  Sinks,  and 
rectified 

No.  of  Dumbwells  rectified 

Water  Closets. 

No.  of  additional  W.C’s  provided  ... 

No.  Repaired,  Ventilated,  and  supplied 
Flush  Cisterns 


...  Investi<Tated  three  complaints,  and 
found  no  overcrowding. 

...  33,  viz.,  new  Drains  to  Houses,  10 ; 
to  Schools,  3  ;  and  20  re-laid. 

Urinals 

...  6  new  Lavatories  provided  at  Fac¬ 
tories  and  Schools. 

...  7  condemned  and  converted  into 
W.C.’s  or  E.C.’s. 

...  39,  including  Houses,  Factories, 
Schools  and  Chapels. 

with 

...  Estimated  at  17. 


Privies  and  Ashpits. 

No.  converted  to  W.C’s  or  Slop-Closets  ...  3 
No.  converted  to  Pail-Closets  ...  ...  4 

No.  Repaired  ...  ...  •••  i 


Water  Supply. 

No.  of  Houses  Supplied  from  Waterworks 
(during  year) 


Slaughter  Houses. 

No.  Registered  or  Licensed 
No.  Regularly  Inspected  ... 
No.  Cleansed  and  Repaired 


20  connections  with  Mains,  supply¬ 
ing  28  Houses,  3  Chapels,  3 
Schools  and  r  Makings. 

3  Registered  and  4  Licen.sed. 

7 

7 


15 


Dairies  and  Cowsheds. 

No.  of  Persons  engaged  in  Milk  Trade  now  on 

Register  and  under  Supervision  ...  14 


Factories  and  Workshops  and  Bakehouses. 

No.  under  Inspection  ...  ...  ...  28,  including  7  Pactories,  9  Bake¬ 

houses,  5  Workshops,  6  Domestic 
Worksht;ps  and  i  Laundry. 

No.  of  Insanitary  Conditions  dealt  with  as 

Nuisances  ...  ...  ...  2,  new  W.C’s  and  Urinals  provided 


Aiiinials  kept  so  as  to  be  a  nuisance. 

No.  of  Cases  of  Removal  on  Notice  ...  i 


Acciunulation  of  Offensive  Refuse. 


No.  of  Removals  ...  ...  •••5 

Clerical  Work. 

No.  of  Notices  Served  ...  ...  ...  29 

No.  of  Notices  Complied  with  ...  ...  28 

No.  of  Notices  Outstanding  ...  ...  i 


